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“May the blessings of the Lord be upon you, I bless you in the name of the Lord”  

As  I  write,  our  CWL prayer  song  permeates  my first  time  impressions  of  our  annual  provincial
convention, held in Toronto this year.  Having never experienced the gift of attending a provincial
convention before, I crossed the threshold into this “brave new world” with some trepidation.

I had naught to fret, for Onagh Dooley and Rosanne Nadon (my car pool buddies), took me under their
seasoned wings and imparted a confidence that I was very eager to absorb and emulate.  I quickly
realized that I was surrounded by about 350 women with a positive common attitude: through prayer
we can unite and effect change for the betterment of all!

Sunday afternoon was headed up by a resolutions dialogue that embodied well the desire for change for
the common good.  I found that all league members involved had really done their homework and were
eager to present their research and hopes in the most convincing light possible. Here are the three
proposed resolutions tackled:

1. Care for the nation's drinking water, in respect to the lack of a regulatory body governing all
levels of dissolved pharmaceuticals present therein:

2. Implementation  of  Income  Security  for  individuals  receiving  Ontario  Disability  Security
Pension:

3. Alternative Sentencing for Indigenous Offenders.

As a result of exceptional attention to research and detail, all three resolutions sailed through a final
scrutinizing on Tuesday morning!  Congratulations all round!

Cardinal Collins and Archbishop O'Brien were welcome celebrants, among many brother clergy, at
Sunday evening's Opening Mass at the Nativity of Our Lord parish.  His Excellency didn't mince any
words over the federal government's anti-pro-life actions.  He was pertaining to the lack of summer
student grants, for those supporting life or not agreeing with all the gay, lesbian issues tabled.  He
called on the CWL members to work with all peaceful means, to end this travesty of justice.

On Monday morning, our keynote speakers, Namarig Ahmed and Rami Shami, presented a warm and
impassioned workshop on the needs of Toronto's 300,000 homeless! They spotlighted their PEACH
program which provides palliative care for the homeless; advocacy before and after palliative care; co-
ordination between social services and endless amounts of time building trust with their fearful clients.
They promise to go and find the homeless where they are at!

One of the truly lovely moments each day was the time set aside for the presidents' reports. Why is
this?  Because the reports were delicately tied to a revelation of one of the myriad titles of Mary our
Mother.   Our  very  own  Onagh  Dooley  spoke  so  eloquently  on  Mary,  Health  of  the  Sick.   She
highlighted the many beautiful labours of lover performed by the CWL in Ottawa.  I was very proud to
be counted in their ranks that day!



Our National President, Margaret Ann Jacobs, spoke many times throughout the convention to a rapt
audience.  Easy going and truly lovely of spirit, she encourages us all to embody the ideals of the
League and find expression for them in dealing compassionately with our fellow man.  She encourages
all of us to service with good teamwork. Communicate to others their potential with a willing, open and
humble heart.  Make your team look it's best! Let us be servant leaders who listen well to what their
peers  are  saying.  Her  own accomplishments  were  gloriously rewarded at  the  banquet  on Tuesday
evening in the main ballroom, when Cardinal Collins surprised everyone, but especially Margaret Ann,
by presenting her with the Papal Medal “Pro Ecclesias”, to honour her work in the church.  What
thunderous  applause  was  hers  in  this  magical  moment  and  we  are  all  so  very  proud  of  her
achievements!

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  so  very  deeply  the  Ottawa  Diocesan  Council  for  supporting  me
financially and spiritually in making this voyage in the heart of love.  I was  one of two recipients of a
national grant  which is offered every five years. I was deeply blessed by the new friendships birthed
there and for the chance to look up to what could possibly be ahead for me, in my quest to serve God
and Canada, through The Catholic Women's League of Canada.

Respectfully submitted
Leslie Jean Anderson
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